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&• B* Ledyard, Baq* , 

President, Michigan CentrajL Ry« Co«, 

Detroit, Mich« 



Vtj dear Sir, 



March 9th, iMk. 



unible 



I have been 
about through sleeping car^ 
until nowo 



to reply 
between 



Chic£ go 



to your favour 
and Toronto 



After discussing the matter with lbr« Vhyte. 
I am satisfied that the line, if properly woz'ked, would 
be sure of a very good business and we will be very glad 
to have it established by i^he time spring business opens 
or by the first of April if the details qan be arranged 
satisfactorily* 

I was not presisnt when you discussed the matter 
with Mr. Tillinghast but y6u informed me that he had with-* 
drawn his claim for mileag^, but I am not clear as to 
whether you referred to th^ mileage that ithe Credit Valley 
was asked to pay between St« Thomas and Detroit, or iirtiether 
you referred to the mileag^ on the Credit; Valley* 

We would not b^ able to make any contract with 
the Wagner Company in the absence of any permanent arrange-* 
ment for a through line in connection with the Michigan 
Central, but to get over tils difficulty and any question 
as to mileage, would you ai^d Mr* Tillinghast be willing to 
put two Wagner cars into tli^e line under the auspices of the 
Michigan Central and Canadif Southern against one of ours? 
No car mileage to be charged either way and sleeping car 
earnings to be divided on fi.n equitable basis* I would 
suggest as equitable that, Inasmuch as our proportion of 
the through distance is 23 1/3^ and as our contribution to 
the total car mileage would be 33 1/3% we should have in 
the division of the sleeping car earnings 2d%* 

Our Ont€u:lo and Quebec line will be put In 
operation for freight and emigrant business about May first 
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and for first class passenger traffic about the end of 
June after which time through sleepers should be run 
between Montreal and Chicago when a readjustment of the 
sleeping car earnings wlllTbe necessary* 

I don't see that there Is much prospect of 
o\xr being able to meet your views and Mr* Rutter*s as to a 
general and permanent arrangement for both freight and 
passenger but I assume that at least so far as passenger 
business Is concerned It will be to your advantage to work 
with us even in the absence of any such arrangement* 

Our new sleeping cars are arriving from Dayton 
and we are prepared to furnish one or morje immediately, 
equal if not superior, to any now running* 

Yours very truly, 

W. C. Van Home 

General Manager. 



mmmmmmmmm 



Thomas A. Gregg, Esq., 
The Toronto News, 
Toronto. 



Dear Sir: 
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March lOth, I8d4. 



I have your, letter of the 5th inst., marked 



private, proposing to estalilish a newspaper at Port 



Moody, B.C., providing the 
cially in the undertaking* 



Company id. 11 assist finan- 

1 

The scheme being altogether 



outside the province of legitimate railroad business, I 
do not see how I could Justfify myself in recommending it 
to the Board for adoption* 



loxirs truly, 



f« C« Van Home 

General Ifenager* 
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March 10 ;h, l6Bk. 



Jno. M. Egan, Esq., 
General Superintendent* 

My dear Sir, 

I have delayed .Writing to you! about dining 
stations on the Thunder Bay section until! we could reach 
a final decision as to where our new boat? should run and 
how. It has been finally decided to run them from Owen 
Sound and as the passage through the Sault Straits occupies 
eight hours and must be performed by daylight the departing 
and arriving time of the bcjats at lort Arthur and Owen 
Sound is circumscribed. I 

The boats will jleave Port Arthur at 4*00 p«m. 
and arrive at 8.00 a.m. eastern time which is one hour 
faster than yours. Allowing one hour for transferring 
passengers and baggage youx] trains should reach Port Arthur 
at 2.00 p.m. and depart at id. 00 a.m. your time. 

I assiune that you will be in shape after the 
opening of navigation, say jMay 5th, to make the run between 
Port Arthur and Winnipeg in 22 hours, and, if so, we can 
probably get along with one dining station which should be 
located, as 1 figure it, at Ignace. Parties coming east 
from Winnipeg would have to take an early dinner and would 
reach Ignace for breakfast J 

i 

Some provision {should be made on a moderate 
scale at Savanne and somew]:^ere about Eagle River for 
luncheon, but, as none of these dining stations will fit 
when the line is opened around the north shore, the house 
at Ignace should be made a^ cheap as possible, but at the 
same time decent. The tim^ is very short for providing for 
it and it will be necessary to adapt the structure to 
such material as you have within reach and put on all the 
force that can be worked to advantage so as to get it in 
shape for use by the opening of navigation. 

I enclose a sketch of such a structure as I 
think will answer the purpose. When its use as a dining 
station shall be over, it can be readily converted into a 
boarding house, which will be useful at that point. 
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I understand thkt very daeont tteals were 
fuml^ed at Savanne last Sumaer* If so, it may be 
sufficient to erect a building say 30* x 4^* next to 
the s^tion at that point for a dining or luncheon 
room simply:- Smue such arrangement should also be 
made at Eagle River or some other convenietit point* 
This would be important in (^ase of delays miieh at 
times will be a frequent occurrence on accjount of the 
fogs on the lakes* 

Make the best ^ob you can of them with the 
time at your disposal but h^f all means havje them ready 
in some way* 

tours truly, 

W. C* Van Home 

General Ma(iager< 
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March 12th, 1864 • 



Messrs. Bell, Lewis & Tatef , 

Buffalo, N.Y 

Dear Sirs: 

In your represjmtations at lilashington in 
connection with the better protection at Passage Island, 
Lakei Superior, it may be useful to you to be in a 
position to say that out of 673 steamers and Tessels 
entered at the Custom House at Port Arthur 188 were 
American bottoms and aggregated 85)291 registered tons, 
out of a total of 302,899 tons. 

These 188 vessels carried crews aggregating 
1935 souls and carried 1151498 tons of fxfeight out of the 
total tonnage of 196,622 tons 

These figures ought to be sufficient to 



demonstrate that with last 
is one in which the United 



season as a be sis the question 
States are by no means li^tly 



interested. The figures were procured fqr me from the 
Custom records by the Minister of Marine 

Tours truly, 

W. C. Van Honie 

General llanager* 
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March Hth, 18^4* 



John Lowe, Esq., 

Secretary, 

Department of Agriculture! 

Ottawa. I 

Sir, 

As the steamers from Owen Sound will run 
only every other day, there will be a great many cases 
where of necessity Emigrants will have to lay over at 
that point twenty four hours, and it is highly important 
that an Emigrant Shed should be provided there. Is it 
the intention of the Grovemment to do anything in this 
direction? 

We have a large force of Carpenters working 
at present at Owen Sound, | who could put up the building 
very quickly and probably at less cost than the Govern- 
ment could do the work for* If you' are disposed to arrange 
for it to be done, we would undertake to have the building 
ready in time for the opehing of navigation. 



I am. Sir, 



Yours truly, 

W. C. Van Home 

General Manager. 
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My dear Mr. Abbott: 



I do not like 
lAola day has passed and 
to a suitable stats of ~ 
yesterday. 



oie I 



ailiid 



interv:.sws 



wanted 



his 



Thl 



when 



to 
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March 15th, Hilt. 



to nrlte In anger, but the 
have hardly yet mrked down 
to answer your note of 



I am appalled 
have had two short inti 
telegraph lines. I do nol^ 
be considered offensive 
present on one occasion 
the other. Kr^ Wlman \u 
to nothing tdille I wanted 
I know what that Is as we)J. 
would be an obstacle In 
Mr. Stephen in which he 
personal motives and that 
Western Union Company 
manufactured by Hr. Wiman 
believe he ever heard a 
base such a statement or 
of our telegraph plans oi 
in a conversation with Mr 
question. 1 said that 
lines they would have to 
expressed my opinion as 
rscent occasion idien Mr 
some others were present 
Hicksonislng the Governmei^t 
Wlman <s statements about 
that - well, what 1 said 
telegraph policy. 

1 have never said directly or Indirectly, by 
Implication or otherwise, | that it was our intention to "run 
out all other Telegraph Cbmpaniea", nor did 1 have any 
knowledge of the "Herald^' particle. 

Hr. Wiman says that aside from my recent 



at Mr. Wiman^a impudence. I 
with him regarding our 
think I said janything that could 
Mr. Stephen and Mr. Mclntyre were 
Mr. Mclntyre and Mr. Angus on 

our telegraph system for next 
full value for it, and I think 
as he does. ' Finding that I 
way, he wrote a letter to 
seated that I was prompted by 

I had probably a spite against the 

I have no doubt, was 
out of "whole cloth". I do not 
weird from any source on which to 
supposition. I have never spoken 
ilde, except that a few days ago 
Swinyard and in response to a 
the G.N.W. Company secured our 
]»ay full value for them and I 
;o their value; and on another 
Itelntyre, Mr. Wm. Cassllls, and 
^d Vir, Wiman' 3 recent attempt at 
was discussed and some of Mr. 
self were mentioned, I remarked 
d not refer particularly to our 



iiys 
(id 
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utterances my whole career indicates my dbsire in the 
direction of ^disregardlx^ all vested rignts or interests 
of those unable to defend t hemselves^ • Kit neither Mr • Viman 
nor anyone else| can say tiat I have everir betrayed a trust 
or been disloyal to any interest that I have x^presented# 
I have always tried to mak« the Telegraph; Express and 
Sleeping Car Companies and kll the other pamacles or 
excrescences commonly attacmed to railways pay for what they 
got. I have had some succelss in that direction and con- 
sequently a good many men like Mr. Wiman kre ready to 
throw stones at me whenever an opportunity offers* 

As to the Western Union Company I will say that 
I bear it no ill will nor have I ever had the least cause 
to do 80 • On the contrary J I am a firm believer in that 
property and have seldom been without some of its stock # 
I may sayi however , that myj belief in that property is based 
upon idiat I know to be the enormous advantage and value of 
its railway contracts* 

Our Directors hjave not as yet seriously dis- 
cussed our telegraph policy i but when they dO| I shall 
strongly represent the great value of their telegraph 
privileges and implore them^ to protect , develop and utilise 
them to the fullest extent and advantage and not in any 
event to part with them fori less than their full value i 
considering all their possibilities , and not to be seduced 
by Mr. Wiman *s soft words i deceived by his false words , or 
frightened by his bluster ijfito discounting one cent in 
price or yielding one inch in advantage; and in my opinion 
the Wjdstem Union Company will not accomplish much in this 
matter until they set some honourable man at woxic upon it| 
%diich' I am free to say Mr. ^iman is far from being. You 
have my full permission to forward this letter to him, if 
you like. | 

Tours very truly, 

W. C. Van Heme 



General Manager. 



Hon* J. J. C. Abbott, Q.C., M.P«, 
MONTREAL. 
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Jno« N* Eguiy E8<|«) 
General Supt., 
IILiuilpeg. 



Dear Sir, 



t 



Mareh 26th, H\6U 



Enclosed la a letter from Mr* Bennon, N.P., 



to the President on the subject of the dangor of 
firing the prairie from spax^B from our loeomotiTss. 
In sending it I beg to impresi upon you the importance 
of instituting a strict inspeetion of locomotiTe 
nettings as soon as there can be any possibility of 

I 

danger in the direction indicated. ! 

Tojars truly, 

W. C. Van Home* 

General Manager* 
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March 26th, ldd4« 



W. T. Benson, Esq., M.P., 
House of CoimnonSi 
Ottawa* 



Dear Sir, 



t 

i 



Your letter of the 17th instant to the 



President has been handed to me by that gentleman* 

The danger of setting fire to the prairie grass by 

i 

sparks from our locomotives' is a matter vihich has al- 
ready received my serious attention; and a system of 
strict inspection of nettings has been established and 
indeed has been in force for some time* 



I hope you v/ill so inform your ranching 



friends* 



Yours truly, 



W« C* Van Home 

General Manager* 



pp# ais-^ai^ 



Van Home ->.L»tf r Book 5 



March 26th^ ldd4. 



Denver and Rio Orande Ry^^ 
Denver ^ Col# 

My dear Sir^ 

I have your favour of March 12th • As we 
have no suitable engineering position to offer you at 
present I I hope you will be able to make an arrangement 
with Mr« James Ross for cK>me of the work on his section* 
I can give you the strongest assurances of fair treatment 
The parties who spread tl^e report about Mr« Ross* in- 
justice to contractors were those who attempted a com- 
bination against him last| year when he commenced letting 

and idio failed in their scheme , 
in the cold, as they deserved 



the work west of Calgary 
and were mostly left out 
to be« 



Within the past three years we have done an 
enormous amount of work alnd have dealt with a great number 
of contractors and I have yet to hear of the first well 
grounded complaint of unfair treatment • It is a sufficient 
answer to the complaints of the parties referred to that 
nearly every one of them is anxious to get back on the work. 
We have had similar reports to contend with at the beginning 
of leach season's work; the object of the parties being to 
kee|p out new men« 

Some complainjts have reached me lately from 
parties vdio thou^t that Mr. Ross was not disposed to give 
them a fair chance in bidding for the coming season's work, 
but I have found on Investigation that ihey wanted to bid 
on twenty, thirty, or forty miles of continuous work and 
we could not entertain such a propositipn. 

Yours truly, 

W. C. Van Horn^ 

General Manager. 
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March 26th | 



1684 • 



Wm. Clarke I Esq*, 

Editor - North West Farmer, 

Winnipeg, Man« 

Ky dear Sir: 

I am much obliged for yoiir favour of 
the 15th instant* Some weeks ago, in answer to an 
inquiry from Vir. Nor quay, I [stated that, if any of 
the municipalities along ouip line should lindertake 
the erection of elevators. We would carry the materials 
for their construction over j our own lines free of 
charge and would guarantee ^hat grain shipped through 
such elevators should be carried on as favourable terms 
as that shipped by any individual or company. 

I earnestly hop^ that something may be done 
in this direction as it wil^ be a very great advantage 
to the farmer # 

! Yours truly. 



W« C* Van Home 

General Manager 



to satisfy your connections! and give us at, the same time 
the freedom we must have. I am inclined t|o think that if 
you were to run dovm to Montreal some day land look the 
situation over you w)uld se^ it in a new light. 

i Yours very truly, 

'v. C. Van Home. 

General Manager. 
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March 27th; 16^4 • 



Robert Rogers » Esq.i 
Clearwater I Man. | 

My dear Sir, 

I have your favour of the 10th instant with 
enclosures, and can only assure you again that the wants 
of the people in your vicinity shall have the most favour- 
able consideration possible and that the sensible course, 
which has been adopted in your District in dealing with the 
railway question, is fully appreciated by our Directors and, 
while they may not be able to do exactly what you would 
wish, they will do the best they can in that direction. Some 
further surveys and examinations of the country will be 
necessary before the matter is finally determined. 

I am sorry to say that the ill-advised action 
of the recent farmers* convention at Winnipeg has had a most 
damaging effect upon oiir efforts to raise money for the 
branch line southwest. A large land sale which was prac- 
tically closed and which would have afforded the necessary 
money to start the work has been cancelled in consequence of 
the resolutions adopted by that convention and we have been 

obliged to suspend our orders for rails. 

I 

The Government at Ottawa, however, have under 
consideration the necessary sjieasures to enable us to raise 
money and I still hope that t^he obstacles that have been 
thrown in our way by the people who should have been the most 
interested in aiding us may r^ot prevent the carrying out of 
the plans we had made for this season. 

Yo\irs very triily, 

W. C. Van Horme 

General jyianager. 




W. Vhyte, Esq, , 

Q«n* Supt«, Ontario and Quebec Ry., 

Toronto, Ont. 

li^ dear Sir: 

As the Government refuses to I do anything 
about tha emigrant shed at' Owen Sound, we will have 
to provide It ourselves* I think for the present, 
bowevers that the kitchen and dining-room part of the 
btiildlng with one wing may be found sufficient: at 
alX events all you need construct to begin with. It 
ie in^rtant that it should be ready for occupation 
by the opening of navigation. 

Yours truly, 




W- p. Van Home 

General Manager. 
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March 29th, I884. 



The Rev. Alfred Andrews, ; * 

Kincardine, Ont. f*' 

Dear Sir, 

Referring to the correspondence we have 
had about the wheat crop in South Western Manitoba, 
the alleged difficulty in selling it and the unsatis- 
factory prices obtained; I enclose you a letter received 
from our General Sup't. in Winnipeg, which kindly return 
after perusal. 

I will merely add that the golden drop wheat 
mentioned is a soft variety; and for milling purposes not 
worth within twenty cents per bushel the price of hard 
Fyfe. 

Those who have been buying for milling purposes 
have commonly paid about as much for frosted Fyfe as for 
perfectly sound wheat of the soft varieties such as "white 
russian", "Canada Club", "golden drop" etc.; and from the 
best information I can get they are perfectly justified in 
doing so. I hope you will advise your friends in Fianitoba 
^to sow pure hard Fyfe wheat and no otheri 

Yours truly. 




W. 



C. Van Home 

General Manager. 




W. Whyte, Esq., 
General Sup't., 
Ontario & Quebec Ry 
Toronto . 

Dear Sir, 

I return herewith the letters from Chas. 
B. Hunt to J.H. Fraser both of London, and the latter*s 
letter of the 24th to you, ' 

All that can be said in these cases at 
present is that the Company are anxious to extend their 
line to the Detroit River as soon as possible and hope 
to be able to do so during the present year; but the money 
for the purpose must be raised outside, and until the 
necessary financial arrangements are made nothing definite 
can be said. We will certainly have a sharp fight with 
the Grand Txnink in the London Money Market when we attempt 
to raise the funds there for this purpose; but the Company 
is determined to run a line via London, and undoubtedly 
will do so if the necessary arrangements can be made as to 
Right of Way, Depot grounds, etc.; but we can do nothing 
beyond making the requisite surveys until the financial 
arrangements are completed. 




Van 
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itarch 3l8t, lda4. 



Personal 

Jno. M. Egan, Esq., 

General Superintendent* 
Dear Sir, 

Referring to yours of the 25tl] 



about the supposed action of the Grand Trunk in 
connection with the farmer's agitation, It would be 
of vast Inportance to us if evidence could be got 

that they have been giving ai>y direct assistance to 
I i 

the agitators. Without sufficient evidence, however, 
; I 

we cannot afford to say anything about it. 



instant 



Tours very truly, 

Wj C. Van Home 
' General Manager. 
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Put in 
Service 



On Order 
yet to be 
delivered 



Total Value 



Total Value 



Locomotives 

A Class Pass 

Emigrant 
Sleepers 

Baggage 

Sleepers 
(incl.— ?) 

Parlor Cars 

Box 

Cattle 

Flat 

Caboose 



14 



13 



27 I 3,000 $ 216,000 



227 



41 
14 



20 



12 



10 5,500 



20 4,250 
10 3 , 250 



12 16 , 900 



55,000 



d5,000 
32,500 



202,300 



1 


1 


12 


,500 


12 , 500 


661 

1 


293 




575 


167,900 


50 


50 




535 


26,750 


32 


73 




440 


32,120 


11 


25 


1 


,000 


25.000 



^ 355,570 



Note:- 



Enough box, stock and caboose ca^s to be 
added to make the total |1,000,0C0 
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April let, ldd4. 



I 
John N. Abbott, Esq., 

Gen. Pass. Agent - N.Y. L<E. and W. Ry. , 
New York. ! 

I 

My dear Sir, i 

Your favour of the 27th ixlto. to Mr. Mclntyre 
has been handed to me. | 

Your understanding as to our special emigrant 
rates is correcte I enclbse a copy of our emigrant rate 
sheet which has been fumi^shed to the Allan's and other 
Steamship lines. i 



Your understanding that such 
business as the New York Steamship Lines 
the Port of New York in competition with 
be delivered to us at Port Arthur is cor: 



of this through 
may secure via 
the Allans may 
'ecte 



As to the rumours referred to, I will say that 
the following is the exact situation:- Our Algoma line is 
completed y but before the opening of navigation we will 
have a line completed between Montreal and Owen Sound on 
Lake Huron , which we have concluded to u^e for through 
business during the coming season as the j same line of steam- 
ships will thus be able to cover both Montreal and Toronto 
business. In other words |i our steamers will run from Owen 
Sound instead of from Algotea. The boats, will leave Owen 
Sound every other day:- daily trips were never contemplated 
While I as I have before stated, we will have our own line 
between Montreal and Owen poxuid ready for emigrant business 
by the opening of navigation on the Lakes i we will probably 
for the sake of harmonious working made an arrangement with 
the Grand Trunk for bringing our emigrants from Quebec to 
Toronto and delivering them to us there. 

Yours truly, 

W. G. Van Home 

General Manager. 



PP' ?,?^??^ 
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April 1st, l66k. 



F« N« Finney, Esq., 

Gen« Manager, Wisconsin Central Ry*, 

Hllwatikee, Wis» | 

j 

My dear Sir, 

Referring to your favour of tlie 26th ulto#, 
since I saw you I have carefully considered the question 
of a steamboat line between Ashland and Pdrt Arthur; but, 
while we should be willing to deal with such a line on a 
liberal basis and while I believe it could be made to do 
a profitable business, there are politic ij^easons that 
would prevent our joining in a guarantee • 



I will say to you frankly, but confidentially, 
that the attitude of the lines via St« Paul in the matter 
of rates to and from Manitoba is such that we may find it 
necessary to knock the bottom out of rates from Chicago 
using some steamboat line fpr the purpose # The rates to 
accomplish our object would have to be lower than you 
could afford to make from Chicago to Ashland # What we may 
do in this direction will b^ determined within a very short 
time, and I will communicate with you again on the subject 
shortly. 

It will do no harm in the meantime for you to 
ascertain what arrangement si you can make for a boat between 
Ashland and Port Arthur* 

! 

I have asked Mr* Shaughnessy about Mr* Mclntyre. 
He has had no business with him until quite recently, but 
he has had considerable business with Woods and Company 
and speaks favourably of them* 

He has an arrangement with Mclntyre, Woods and 
Co* for a considerable, but not definite, amount of timber 
and lumber for the coming season which will, I presume, be 
shipped over your line to Ashland, thence by lake to Port 
Arthur* 

Yours very truly. 



W. C* Van Home 

General Manager* 



P* 142. 
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April 1st, l66k^ 



Henry Beatty, j 

Manager, Lake Transportation, 
Port Colbome, Ont# 

My dear Sir, 



From present appearances the pall rail** 
lines intend to offer us lively competition for North- 
Western freight business and it will be necessary for 
us to arrange for insurance on our lake f:reights« At 



an3rthing like even rates tl^e freight will 



if owners have to insure. Have you done anything about 



go ''all rail'' 



this matter? 



lours truly, 

W. C. Van HomeL 

General Manager. 
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April let, ldd4« 



P. J. Brown, Esq., 
Ingersoll, Ont. 
My dear Sir, I 

Replying to your favour of the 3l8|t ultOe, 
our idea has been to start our Detroit River Extension 
from Ingersoll running via London and Chatham , but we 



further 



will be unable to discuss the question until 
surveys are made* i 

i 

Yours truly, 



W* Ce Van Home 

General Manager 
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P> ?67 



April 2nd 9 ldd4. 



Jno* M. Egan, Esq«| 
General Supt«| 
Winnipeg. 

I 

Dear Sir, 



Messrs. Ogilvie & Co# have applied to me 
for leases of the land upon which their Morden 



Morris and Carberry warehouses are erected 



the land adjoining for the purpose of erecting three 
elevators during the coming Spring^. Plea3e have 
the necessary leases prepared using in these cases 



the clause which provides 



I 



v^and 



the substitution 9 within 



a stated timoi of elevators If or the warehouses* 

i lours trul.. ! 



W. C. Van Home 

General Manager, 



Van Home » Letter Book 5» 
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April 2nd, 13^4. 



Messrs* A. W. Ogllvie & Co.,, 

I 

Montreal* 

Dear Sirsi 

i J 

I have your letter of the 27th enclosing 

executed by yourselves the elevator leases enclosed 

in mine of the 26th • They shall be completed as soon 

as possible and a copy of each sent to you. 

As regards the leases of the land upon which 
your Mbrden Morris and Carberry warehouses stand , I 
have written to Winnipeg foip the necessary] leases to be 
prepared* 

It is exceedingly doubtful if W6| can do 
anything or not towards extending the South Western 
Branch this year* The ill-advised action jof the people 
of that country I has almost^ if not quite J destroyed 
the prospect of getting money for the purpose* 

Yoilirs truly, 



W* 



C* Van Home j 
General Manager 
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April 3rd, 1664. 



Rev. Alfred Andrews i 
Kincardine I Ont. 

My dear Sir, 

I 

I have your favour of the 2nl instant. I 
regret to hear of your son's accident. I have written 
Mr. McTavishi our Land Commissioner at Winnipeg , asking 
his favourable consideration of your reqiest. His 
general instructions , however, would covsr such a case. 
No one who is disposed to do all he can id.ll have cause 



to complain of the Company's action in s 



ich matters. 



1 
I note what ydu say of the f iture of the 

wheat question, but twenty-seven consecui^ive crops of 

hard fyfe wheat have been raised in Minnesota on the same 

ground and I believe that our soil in the North West is 

generally still better adapted to this variety of wheat. 

V/here hard fyfe has been raised on gravelly land, or on 

sandy loam, or over a sanqy or gravelly ^ubsoil it has, 

as you say, run out, but on the stiff clay soils of the 

North West, I have never known it to do bo and I have the 

utmost confidence in its lasting qualities in that country. 

Its yield is not so great as many of the soft varieties, 

but it always commands a il*eady market and the net profits 

from growing it are much greater one year with another than 

any other variety. ' 

I 

Yours truly, 

W. C. Van Home 

General Manager. 
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April 3rd, 



1^64. 



J.H. McTavlsh, Esq., 

Land Commissioner, ' 

Winnipeg, Man. 

I 

My dear Sir, j 

Enclosed I send you a letter from the 
Rev« Alfred Andrews of Kincardine asking for some 
relief in favour of his son who is farming somewhere 
near Rock Lake and who has recently met with a serious 
injury • This is a case in which I think it will be 
good policy to be lenient, if the facts are as stated, 
of which I have no doubt. I have had considerable 
correspondence for some tinie back with Mr» Andrews on 
the subject of farmers grievances, etc* He has been 
the mouthpiece of a considerable number of the discon- 
tented in Southern Manitoba, but I have finally succeeded 
in converting him and through him some of his friends in 
the North West. 

Yoxirs truly, 

W# C. Van Home 

General Manager. 



pp> 406-407 
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April 3rd, 13^4 • 



George Johnson, Esq*, 
Ottawa, Ont# 

My dear Sir, 

I am unable to make out from your note 
of yesterday the scope of the information you require* 

In general terms the situatioh is as 
follows:- The Eastern Division main line is completed 
and track laid to a point 21 miles west o:r Sudbury 
Junction* The Western Division is completed and track 
laid from Nipigon to the summit of the Ro^ky Mountains* 
East of the Nipigon River 35 miles of grading is com- 
pleted continuously and seventeen miles of track have 
been laid* Of the total dijstance between i Callander and 
Kamloops (2336 miles) 759 mliles of main track remain to 
be laid:- 452 on the Eastern Section and; 292 on the 
Western* Going west from Sudbury the grading is well 
advanced for a distance of fifty miles* Between the 
Nipigon River and the Pic a distance of 131 miles, em- 
bracing very much the heaviest work on thd entire line, 
something over 60% of the grading is done* Between the 
Pic and Dog Lake, a distance of 132 miles and a compara- 
tively light section, the work on the heaviest points is 
well opened up« | 

I Tours truly, 

i 

I W* C* Van Home* 

General Manager* 
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April 4th I 



1684* 



Jno« M« Egan, Esq^y 
General Superintendent* 

Ky dear Sir, 

I think you are . acquainted with our relations 
with the Dominion Express Company , - These relations of 
course are confidential* 

t 

Mr* Stout was here yesterday and remarked 
that, while he had no complaints to make and vdiile you 
had in all cases done what was proper and necessary, he 
thought some of the Assistant Superintendents and Agents 
were inclined to look upon the express business as some- 
thing that did not concern the railway company* It 
will probably be well for you to personally impress upon 
the Assistant Superintendents, without letting them know 
anything about the true relations of the Express and 
Railway Companies, the importance of fostering and promoting 
the express business exactly as if it were our own and 
that agents should be held to as strict an account in 
handling the express business and in making reports as in 
the case of our own* 

After the first: of April, the Express Company 
should be charged according, to contract over all the 
line they occupy whether they pay expenses or not* I 
believe they are not paying anything west of Moose Jaw at 
present and are merely paying a reduced rate east of 
Winnipeg* 

Yours truly. 



W. C* Van Horne 

General Manager* 
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April 4th, 166^. 



Hon. J.B. Plumbi 
The Senate, Ottawa* 

My dear Sir, 

I enclose a comparative statement of the 
rates on leading commodities on the Canadian Pacific, 
Union Pacific, Northern Pac^ic and St. Paul, Minneapolis 
and Manitoba Railways. All of the other items in the 
tariff show equally well for us, but to cover them all in 
a comparative statement would probably make it too 
voluminous for your purposes. 

Referring to the '•Globe^ article of October 13, 
to the effect that a bushel of wheat costs . ^ in Winnipeg 
and that the cost of taking it to Liverpool is fl.07* I 
have to say that on the opening of navigation our rate 
from Winnipeg to Montreal will be not far from .26^ per 
bushel and, as the rates from Montreal to Liverpool average 
about 63i per quarter, the through rate from Winnipeg to 
Liverpool will probably be something under .40^ per bushel, 
including insurance, etc. 

Referring to the Winnipeg letter in the »^Globe^ 
of October 22nd to the effect that the rate on stone from 
Stony Mountain to Winnipeg uriien the Mackenzie Government 
ran the road was only f .00 per car load of three cords 
and that now it is $14 •40 per car of two sords. I have to 
say that I am unable to discover any evidence that there 
was a railway in operation in Manitoba during the Mackenzie 
Government and further that our rate on stone from Stony 
Mountain to Winnipeg is $1.20 per ton. 

With reference to the item of November 9th 
about large numbers having left the country disgusted during 
the last summer and fall for the United States* I will say 
that this statement having been frequently repeated we have 
made careful inquiries into the matter and find no ground 
whatever for it. A few individuals have been magnified 
into great numbers and I feel very safe in stating that 
ten have come in from the United States to every one who 
has gone out* 

With reference to the item of November 21st to 



- 2 • 



the effect that Minnesota and Dakota are rapidly filling 
up and largely with Canadians* I will say phat I am 
pretty well acquainted with what Is going on In those 
States, and the Increase In settlement In that direction 
does not begin to compare with that of the Canadian North 
West* It Is an unfortunate fact| however | that a great 
many people from Ontario and the other eastern provinces 
of Canada have settled In Minnesota and Dakota but they 
were Influenced to do so mainly by such newspaper articles 
as you quote from the **Globe^: A number of these | however | 
have picked up and moved over to Manitoba* 

The Item of November 27th about the Can* 
Pacific Ry* charging •SO^ for a bushel of ndieat from 
Winnipeg to Montreal and •2^ for elevator monopoly | I 
have already answered* ' 

There Is no truth In the Item of November 29th 
that the customs tariff discriminates In favour of 
Minnesota and Dakota* Taking together all the commodities 
consumed by the farmers In the North West, their average 
price Is less In Manitoba than In Northern Minnesota and 

considerably less than In Dakota* 

i 

As to the Item of December 15th , I venture to 
say that there are as many Americans In Winnipeg as 
Canadians In Minneapolis • 

I regret that I have not been able to furnish 
you the table of comparative rates earlier i but I have 
been away from home most of the time and exceedingly 
busy while here« I 

Yoxirs very truly. 



(Signed) W* C* Van Home 
General Manager^ 




p- w 



Major A.B* Rogers* 

Dear Sir: 

This letter will be handed to you by 
Marcus Smith whom I believe you have already met. 

Mr, Smith is Inspecting engineer for the 
Government, and It is exceedingly Important that he 
should be as familiar as possible with the work eastward 
from Savonaa Ferry; I wish you therefore to give hlra 
every possible facility for seeing and knowing what Is 
going on, and furnish him every possible itera of infor- 
mation, In order that he may be able to report fully 
and intelligently to the Department at Ottawa. 



Yours truly, 

W. C. Van Home 

General Manager. 



pp. 448-449 

April 5th, ^Q&U 

Confidential 

V/m. Harder, Esq., 
Winnipeg, Man. 

Dear Sir, 

Replying to yoxirs of the 1st Instant enclosing 
Mr. Malone*s communication, I have written Mr. Finney 
that we cannot Join in a guarantee to the steam boat line, 
but that I think that a profitable business can be worked 
up between Ashlsind and Port Arthur, 

If the "all rail" lines persist in meddling 
with our Canadian business we will make most liberal 
divisions with a line via Ashland on competitive business 
from Chicago and other points in that vicinity to Winnipeg 
and west. It may, however, be necessary to knock the 
bottom out of the Chicago rates and the Ashland line would 
not answer that purpose. We would probably have to make 
use of the Lake Superior Transit Company between Chicago 
and Milwaukee and Port Arthur. I have requested Mr. Beatty 
to communicate with Leopold and (?) on the subject, 
meantime we should not commit ourselves to any extent to 
the Ashland line. 



\ 



Yours truly, 

W* C, Van Home. 

General Manager. 



i 



pp. 530-533 



Sir, 



Van Home -- Letter Book 5# 



April 14th, l6&k. 



I am informed that an appropriation has 
been made by the Government i for the improvement of 
the harbour at Port Arthur during the coming season. 

Whether or not any portion of this appro- 
priation may be, or is intended to be, used for Improving 
the entrance of the Kaminis^iquia River 1 do not know, 
but this is a matter of such great importance to the 
Northwest that I beg to draw your attention to it. 

I 

The business to be done to and from the 
Northwest via Port Arthur during the coming season will 
be very heavy and a year or more will be required to 
provide the necessary facilities at that point. To fully 
provide for lumber, coal and other coarse freights at 
Port Arthur would involve arji enormous expense. 

While the proposed improvements at Port Arthur 
are unquestionably wise and necessary, I trust that the 
natural advantages of the Kaministiquia for heavy and 
coarse freights may not be overlooked. 

One or two steam dredges at the mouth of the 
river will in a few weeks afford greater facilities for 
such freights than can be provided at Port Arthur in two 
years and 1 estimate that the cost of this work would be 
more than covered within twelve months by the saving to 
the people of the Northwest in the cost of! coal. This 
saving I estimate at •50^ per ton and there will be a 
corresponding saving in other coarse freignts. 

It is necessary that a grain elevator of at 
least one million bushels capacity should be provided at 
Thunder Bay before the coming wheat crop begins to move. 
Such an elevator with the necessary docks, etc. cannot be 
provided at Port Arthur in time and its cost at that point 
would be much greater than if erected on the banks of the 
Kaministiquia River,- Extensive coal docks with machinery 
for handling 250,000 tons of coal annually must also be 
provided immediately either on the River or at Port Arthur. 
Such docks can be built on the* River in six weeks while at 
Port Arthur more than a year would be required and their 
cost would be five times as great. 




To the 

Hon. Sir Hector Langevin, K.G 
Minister of Public Works, 
Ottawa. Ont* 



.M.G., 



W. Whyte, Esq., 

Ont. and Quebec Hallway, Toronto. 

Dear Sir, | 




Replying to yours of yesterday about 
Owen Sound elevator, it will be a very serious 
matter if the elevator is not ready for the opening 
of navigation. Please keep men at work night and 
day to that end. If the Sault Hiver opens by the 
fifth, our first boats should be back at pwen Sound 
before the tenth of May. 

Yours truly, 

C. Van Home 

General Manager. 




John Ross, Esq. , 
Manager of Construction, 
Port Arthur, Ont. 

My dear Sir, 

Referring to my recent letter to you on 
the subject of the free use of timber structures, I 
have to add that I have discussed this matter with 
Mr. Schrelber, who is willing to accept such structures 
as permanent work, and it Is therefore more than ever 
desirable that they be used wherever they will save 
immediate outlay and without risk. We have a long way 
to go before completing our contract with the Govern- 
ment and to exceed the amount available from the 
Government loan would be disastrous and we must therefore 
cheapen our earlier work as much as we safely can in 
order to make sure that our money will hold out. It 
will be infinitely better to come out a million ahead 
with a large number of timber structures to replace later 
on than to come out a million dollars behind with more 
permanent work. 

I imderstand that you have a very large force 
of men at work quarrying and dressing stone and putting 
in masonry. This class of work should be confined if 
possible to such points as will require iron bridges. We 
must in every other way possible reduce the first cost of 
the road wherever it can be done, but not at the expense 
of gradients or curvature. With proper gradients and 
curvature we can take our time to making other matters 
right . 

We have been obliged to make our estimates 
dcmgerously close and I trust that you will appreciate the 
enormous importance to the Company of keeping inside of 
them. 



I will probably see you on your work shortly 
after the opening of navigation, if you do not come here befor 



Tours truly, 

tj. C. Van Home 
General 



Ha: lager. 
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April 16th, ldd4* 



Geo. C. Wright y Esq* , 
Sheppardville T.O.^ Man. 

Dear Sir, 

Replying to your favour of the 8th 
Instant. I have to say that we had practically 
completed arrangements for the extension of the 
Manitoba South Western to and beyond White Water 
Lake this season when the proceedings of the farmers 
convention at Winnipeg were telegraphed to England 
and the parties upon ifrtiom we depended for money de- 
clined to furnish It and^ while we fully appreciate 
the disadvantages under which the people In that 
district are living and the Importance of furnishing 
railway facilities as quickly as possible , we are 
utterly helpless In the matter. Railways cannot be 
built without money and we are unable to borrow |1«00 
for the purpose. 

Tours truly, 

W. C# Van Home. 

General Manager. 



»-r 
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April I6th, l66k. 



G.R. Pugsley, Esq*, I 
Ottawa y Ont. 

1 

Dear Sir, 

Referring to your letter of the 5th instant 
from Toronto to Mr. Stephen and also to oiir recent con- 
versation at Ottawa • I have to say that, while this 
Company are disposed to give you all the aid they con- 
sistently can in the construction of your line, they 
cannot undertake the operation of it after it is built 
for the reason that the public would expect from them 
infinitely more in the way of accommodations and regular 
train service than would be expected from your Company. 
You understand, I presume , that our relations to the public 
are quite unusual and that the public expect from us many 
things that would not be required of a private Company. 
This has been clearly demonstrated in the operation of our 

branch lines in the Northwest. 

I 

One small locomotive would be sufficient for 
your purposes and such a locomotive in goodi condition could 
be purchased from the Toronto » Grey and Bruqe Railway for 
less than |5»000 delivered at Regina. We could probably 
help you out for the present with the necesfsary cars at a 
nominal rental. 

As to rates on business interchknged I will say 
that we will give you the benefit of a similar arrangement 
to that made with the Manitoba and Northwesiern Company 
and to several other Companies proposing to build railways 
in the Northwest:- that is, an arrangement under which the 
same rates of freight may be made from Winnipeg, Emerson 
and Port Arthur to stations on your line as are made from 
the same points to corresponding distances on our own line. 
These rates we are willing to divide on the following basis, 
which is figured on the assumption that you will have one 
station ten miles distant from Regina and another twenty 
miles: 



Winnipeg 

do 
Emerson 

do 
Port Arthur 
_ do 



O.P. Ry. 
Distance 



357 
357 



W3 
«3 
785 
785 



Your 
Distance 



10 
20 



10 

20 



20 



Proposed 
Your mileage percentage 
proper lion to your 
would )e line. 



2.72 
5.30 

2.30 

1.25 

2.48 



11 

i5i 
6i 
9k 



I This proposed division, as you will see, is 

exceedingly liberal and I trust that it will be satisfactory. 
You may be able to collect more than our rates for corres- 
ponding distances and, if so, the additional amount would 
belong to your Company, 

We have a quantity of iron rails on the T.G.&B, 
Ry. weighing forty pounds per yard which, I think, will 
perfectly answer your purposes and which we can deliver to 
you at Regina for $26, per ton. By the use of these rails, 
you will be able to build a very cheap railway. 

I believe we have supplies and bolts for these 
rails which we can deliver at a corresponding price. 

It must be understood that the foregoing is 
subject to the approval of our Board of Directors but I have 
no doubt of their favourable action. 

It must also be distinctly understood that nothing 
in this letter is to be construed as indicating any change 
in the position of this Company as already communicated to 
you regarding their proposed branch line northward from 
Regina, 

Tours truly, 

W,C, Van Home, 

General Manager. 



pp. 63^-639 



April 19th 



Van Home - letter Book 5# 



, iBBk. 



K. E. Murrayi Esq«i 
General Manager i 
Beaver Line of Steamers i 
Custom House Square , | 

Montreal • 

I 

Dear Sir, i 

I am advised by | cable that the Grand Trunk 
Company have informed the steamship people at Liverpool 
(and no doubt the Beaver Line amongst others) that in 
consequence of our inability to handle the Emigrant 
business we have arranged with them to transport all such 
traffic from Quebec to Toronto during the coming season 
and that all ticket orders must be drawn on the Grand 
Trunk Company at Point Levi* 

i 
I beg to inform you that this is not the 
case I the facts being simply thiS| - that they are to 
transport for us from Pointi Levi to Toronto » and deliver 
to us there I our emigrant business |- that is Emigrants 
arriving at Point Levi with orders drawn on this Company • 
we having our own agent at that point who will reticket 
them* I 

i shall be glad {to hear from you that you have 
lost no time in setting this matter right with your Liver 
pool people* I 

Yours truly, 



W. C. Van Home 

General Manager. 
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April 2l8i^, 1^6k. 



Colllngwood Schrelberi Eeq^i 
Department of Railways i et!c*| 
Ottawa I Ont« ' 

My dear Sir, 

Replying to your favour of the 17th 
instant enclosing statemeiiit showing the quantity of 
the various descriptions 6f rolling stock on a number 
of Canadian Railways as bearing upon the' question of 
the proper amoimt of equipment to be provided by the 
Canadian Pacific Railway Cjompany for the operation of 
their main line vAien completed , I beg to state as a 
general proposition that on a long main line with 
continuous train service a vex*y much smaller amount of 
rolling stock In proportion to mileage Is required than 
on railways with numerous branches and short local runs« 

In this particular case. It should be 
remembered that from Callendar to Winnipeg, a distance 
of about eleven hundred miles , and from Moose Jaw to 
Port Moody, a distance of i about one thousand and fifty 
miles, the Canadian Pacific Railway at the date of its 
completion will have scarcely any local traffic; while in 
the case of all of the railways with which you make com- 
parison all have been completed for a considerable time 
and have a well developed | local traffic, a number of them 
enjoying in addition a laifge through traffic # 

I do not understand how you have appor- 
tioned our rolling stock so as to show but 14^ locomotives, 
66 passenger cars, 27 baggage cars and 4175 freight cars of 
our present equipment as applicable to the main line from Call 
endar to Port Jfoody. 

In our return of the 2Sth September 
last we reported 236 locomotives, 106 passenger cars, 47 
baggage cars and 6021 freight cars in addition to sleeping 
cars, conductors vans and miscellaneous rolling stocks I 



assume that you have distributed this rateably over 
all of the lines operated by the Company; but such a 
distribution would be unfair. On our South Western 
Branch for instance, fi^om Winnipeg to Gretna and Manitou, 
116 miles, two locomotives do all the work; and one 
locomotive does the work of the Selkirk and Stonewall 
Branches combined, 1*2 miles. Two locomotives now do the 
work between Winnipeg and Emerson, a distance of 68 miles, 
and so generally with all of the branch lines, and on 
these branch lines the freight and passenger car equipment 
required is about in proportion to the locomotive service. 

The large amount of rolling stock 
already provided is fully twice as much as is required 
for the present traffic and, when it is considered that 
the main line yet to be constructed will afford no local 
traffic for the present to be provided for, I feel sure 
that, with some small additions to the number of box 
cars, on the completion of the line through to Port Moody, 
it will be sufficient for the traffic at that time. The 
large excess now on hand was required for the transpor- 
tation of material during the rapid construction of the 
Prairie Section and as rapid construction is over we will 
now have a considerable amount of rolling stock idle until 
the final completion of the line. 

In our estimate of the amount of cash 
required to complete the main line, rolling stock was not 
considered, because we believed that we had a sufficient 
quantity and I therefore think that it would be unjust to 
make any deduction from our estimates for rolling stock 
yet to be provided* 

It is clear that the reference in the 
contract to the Union Pacific as a standard relates, so far 
as rolling stock is concerned, to character and quality 
and not to quantity. 

It can hardly be assumed to have been the 
intention of the Government to require the Canadian Pacific 
Company to provide upon the completion of the line the same 
amount of rolling stock per mile that the Union Pacific had 
after it had been in full operation for four years. 



I am, Sir, 



Yours truly, 

W.G. Van Home 

General Manager. 
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April 21st, ldd4. 



Hon. Peter Mitchell , 
Idl St. James Street, 

My dear Sir, 



City 



I have your note enclosing letter 
from Mr. John F. Wood of Brockville relating to 
contracts. It has always been a matter of principle 
with me never to enquire a man^s politico in trans- 
acting business, but I must say that our past winter* s 
experience at Ottawa has somewhat staggered me, and I 
shall in future try to keep Mr. Woods* remarks in mind. 

Yours truly. 



W*C., Van Home 

peneral Managei!* 



pp. 6^5-6^6 
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April 21st 9 ldd4. 



P.H. Atwoodi Esq. 9 
Winnipeg I Man. 

Dear Sir^ 

Replying to :^our favour of the 12th 
instant I I have to say that there is some rolling 
stock on the Toronto, Grey and Bruce Rwayi which 
is now owned by this Company | which would be suitable 
for such a line as you describe and which can be sold 
at a low price 9 and also twenty miles or more, of good 
iron rails weighing forty pounds per yarjd that could 
be delivered at Brandon, or any point in that vicinity, 
for about |25«00 per ton. Several parties are figuring 
for this rolling stock and these rails, 
quire cash on shipment. 

Yours truly, 

W.C. Van Home. 

General Manager 



We would re- 
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April 27th, ldd4 



I 

i 
I 

E. B. Osier 9 Esq«| 

President 9 Ont» & Quebec Ry^i 

Toronto I Qnt* 



My dear Slr^ 

I have a cable from Mr* Stephen about 
the taking over of the Ontario and Quebec! which 
he says should be done on t|ie opening of navigation ^ 
but 9 In order to avoid confusion In accouxitSy I 
think It would be better to| anticipate that event 
a few days and turn It over; Hay firsts 

In order that there may be no delay ^ 
I enclose a form of circular to supplement one 
\dilch should be Issued by yourself as President 
of the 0« and Q« and which |can be printed In Toronto 

at the same time and go out with lt» 

I 

Please wire me' tomorrow If you see any 
objection to the transfer on the first of May« 

Yours truly, 



W. Ce Van Home 

General Manager • 



- Circular 



April 2dth, l66k 



The Ontario and, Quebec Railway 
(including the Credit Valleyj and Toronto ^ Grey 
and Bruce Railways) having been leased to zhe 
Canadian Pacific Railway Company ^ these liijies 
will from May 1st proximo be operated as the 
Ontario and Quebec Division of the Canadian 
Pacific Railway • 

All officers and employees will 
report to Mr* W* Uhytei General Superintendent 
of the Ontario and Quebec Division ^ and will be 
governed by his instructions* 

All rules and regulations now in 
force on these lines will continue in force 
until further notice* 



W* 0. Van Home 

General Manager 
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April 2dth, iSSk. 



Messrs. H. & A. Allan ^ i 
*^ntreal. 

Dear Sirs, | 

In reply to yoiir letter of today in 
which you quote a telegram received by you from 
Mr* Stephenson I I beg to say that it refers to the 
reticketing from Point Levi. 

The arrangement with the Grand Txnink 
is that our Passengers shall arrive at Port Levi 
with orders drawn upon ^the Canadian Pacific Agent" 
at that point; in exchange for these orders the 
Grand Trunk Company will| under the supervision of 
our Agent I issue the inland tickets to destination. 

If all the orders were drawn on the 
Grand Trunk Agent at Point Levi it would hot be 
possible to distinguish between our passejigers and 
theirs. 

Yours truly, 

W. C. Van Horn. 

General Manalger 
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James Stephenson, Esq., 
General Passenger Agent, 
Grand Trunk Ry., 
Montreal. 

Dear Sir, 

Herewith I send you a copy of a 
letter which I have addressed today to the Messrs* 
Allan, in connection with the Emigrant business. 
If my statement of the arrangement agrees, as no 
doubt It will, with your understanding of it, I 
shall be glad if you will j send a confirmatory letter 
to Messrs. Allan without delay, advising me that 
you have done so. 

I Yours truly, 

iW.C. Van Home 

General Manager. 
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April 2dth 



, 1^64. 



Jno« M« Egan, Esq. , 
Winnipeg I Man. 

Dear Sir, 

Referring to yours of the Idth instant 
about an extra telegraph wire between Winnipeg and 
Port Arthur, any additional wires we may string there 
should be extra heavy and We are about to procure a 
considerable quantity of N6« 6 wire for long circuits. 
Meantime I I think you will i be able to get along without 
difficulty as two wires pr<|)perly worked and under strict 
censorship as to unnecessary telegrams and telegrams of 
unnecessary length can do an enormous amount of work; 
certainly as much as we will have to do between Port 
Arthur and Winnipeg, even in view of what you say about 
the number of constxniction' trains, etc. One wire should 
be worked for through and commercial business and the 
other divided into two sections for train despatching 
and local purposes. We must not spend one dollar where 
it can possibly be helped. 

Yours truly. 



W«C. Van Home 

General Manager. 
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W. Whyte, Esq. » 
General Superintendent , 

Dear Sir, 

I trust that you will do eYerything 
possible to secure the imnediate erection of a 
lot of elevators on the O&Q DiYision. The advan- 
tages that the elevators would give our wheat 
buyers over those on the Grand Trunk and Midland 
are so great in the way of handling , cleaning and 
grading grain that we should spare no effort in 
secxiring their quick construction • An upright 
elevator with a flat warehouse attached for barley 
and for handling salt, cement, hides and so forth 
would be a most profitable investment and one that 
we would be disposed to promote and protect in every 
possible way« 

Yours truly, 

W.C. Van Home 

General Manager. 



\ 



Van 
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April 2dth 




W. Whyte, Esq., 
General Superintendent, 
Ont. & Que. Rway. 

Dear Sir, 

I have yours o^ Satiirday about 
passenger cars for excursioi^s on the Queen's 
Blrthdaye As the O.&Qe will be connected before 
that time I we will probably be able to give you 
some cars from this direction, but the first class 
coaches intended for the opening of the O.&Q. 
should not be used for excux^sion business* They 
can, however, be used in regular service for a day 
or two relieving other carSij 

A large number |of emigrants will be 
arriving at Point Levi within the next two or three 
weeks and our resources will probably be t€ixed to 
the utmost in moving them td Owen Sound* We have 
arranged with the Grand Trunik to put into that 
service all the cars we can spare, they furnishing 
what they can, the trains to be run through to Owen 
Sound solid. This business must of course be taken 
care of first, whether we run any excursion trains 
or note 

Yours truly. 



W* C. Van Home 

General Manager 
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April 26th, l6Bk. 



W« Vftiyte, Esq. , 
General Superintendent, 
0.&Q« Rway., 

Dear Sir, 

A large nvunbexj of emigrants are on 
their way across the Atlantic and will reach Owen 
Sound before the opening of navigation and possibly 
before our steamers get around from Port Colborne. 
If the delay to them is likely to be serious, we 
may be able to send them through to Winnipeg all 
rail, but I am afraid the all rail lines will take 
advantage of us and refuse to carry them at the rat 
Let me know as quickly as possible how many can be 
lodged comfortably in Toronto and how many in Owen 
Sound. As soon as the steamers get aroun^, the 
emigrants can probably be niade comfortable on board. 
It is exceedingly important that no bad reports go 
back from these first parti^es. They will probably 

commence arriving in Toronto on May 5th. 

I i 

tours truly. 



W.C. Van Home. 

General Manager. 



I 
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April 2dth, l6Bk. 



John Lowey Esq* | 

Secretary I Dept* of Agriculturei 

Ottawa. 



Dear Sir, 

Replying to yours of the 24th instant^ about 
emigrants I we have definitely arranged with the Grand 
Trunk Company for the transportation of these emigrants 
from Point Levi to Toronto, the trains to run through 
solid to Owen Sound, we furnishing all the cars we can 
for the business. I have no doubt the arrangement will 
work satisfactorily as Mr. Stephenson seems disposed to 
act very fairly and liberally. 

Our advices from Port Arthur are to the effect 
that the ice is still solid in the Bay and it is thought 
that boats will be unable to get in before the 10th, 
possibly later. There may, consequently, be serious 
delay to the first emigrants arriving and I have already 
had a conversation with Mr. Stephenson about arranging 
to get them through by rail to Winnipeg in case the delay 
is likely to be more than two or three days. I am afraid, 
however, that the rail lines beyond Chicago will take 
advantage of the opportunity and give us all the trouble 
they can. 



I am, Sir, 



Yours truly, 

W.C. Van Home 

General Manager 
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April 29th, lS6k^ 



James Stephenson , Esq. , 
General Passenger Agent, 
Grand Trunk Ry#, 
Montreal. 

Dear Sir, 



Referring to our conversation of Saturday 

last and your suggestion about Dining cars, I beg 

to say that I am fully of your opinion that they 

are enormously expensive to run; and that if your 

people are so disposed, we are willing to agree not 

to run them between Toronto and Montreal. 

Yours truly, 

W.Ce Van Home j 
General Manager. 
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H. J. Gamble I Esq* , 
Victoria, B.C. 

Dear Sir, 

Major Rogers is engaged on preliminary wozic 
between Savona^s Ferry and the Kamloops River with in- 
structions to make permanent location as quickly as it 
can be done as we wish to complete the construction of 
the entire line by the end of next year. With a view 
to getting the heavy work on Kamloops Lake started as 
quickly as possible, he has been instructed to give 



his first and personal attention to the 
miles east of Savona^s Ferry* 



first twenty five 



I have no definite report from! him as yet as to 
results, but have today a telegram f rom; Mr« Onderdonk 
to the effect that Major Rogers thinks he will have his 
location sufficiently advanced by June 1st as to admit 
of commencing work, but, of course, no work can be com- 
menced until we receive the plans and profiles and full 
information. 



We are exceedingly anxious that no mistake 
should be made and want to be satisfied that the best 
possible location has been secured before commencing con- 
struction and, although n^e have full confidence in Major 
Rogers, we want his results examined and reported upon 
as quickly as possible by one or more disinterested 
engineers and we want to | secure the services of a competent 
engineer to superintend construction. It was with this 
object that I wired you a few days ago. 

I do not know your ideas as to salary but the 
policy of this Company with all of the principal engineers 
connected with it is to pay a moderate salary leaving 
something dependant upon j results . Are you willing to 
undertake this work at a salary of $3|600. per annum and 
traveling expenses? If so, please wire me on receipt of 
this. 

On the completion of the line, we will have need 



( 
\ 
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of a permanent engineer oi|i the Mountain Division and| 
from what I have been able to learn of you, I have no 
doubt that your connection with the Company will be 
as permanent as you may desire. 

I have written you somewhat fully about our 
plans in order that there may be no delay in your 
commencing work, if your answer is satisfactory* 

Anticipating an affirmative answer, I will say 
that I would like you to meet Major Rogers as quickly 
as possible and, if you have any material changes to 
suggest in his location , to arrange at once for the 
necessary assistance for fitting the line to the ground 
and staking out the work, reporting results as soon as 
possible and making such suggestions as you see fit. 
This will leave Major Rogers and his parties for the 
location further east upon which no time is to be lost. 

It is probable that owing to the importance of 
the work we will send an engineer from here to look it 
over and report before construction is commenced , but 
this is in accordance with the plan we have followed on 
all sections of our line and must not be construed as 
indicating any lack of confidence in the engineers who 
have gone before. As thorough work requires time:- not 
having sufficient time, we are obliged to secure our 
object as nearly as we can through repeated examinations 
by different engineers. 

Our contract with Mr. OnderdonH covers only the 
section along Kamloops Laljce and before the end of the 
season we want construction pushed much further east. 

Our present plan is to Join the work from the 
east somewhere between the Shuswap Lakes and the Columbia 
River. 

I have been expecting from month to month to 
start for British Columbia i intending to see you there, 
but I will not be able to| get away for some weeks yet and 
may not meet you or be able to go over the ground before 
work is commenced. 

I Yours truly, 

W. C. Van Home 

General Manager* 
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May let I ldd4# 



Alexander Beggi Esq«| 
General Emigration Agent | ; 
Canadian Pacific Ry«| 
66 Cannon Street i London* i 

Dear Sir: 

I have to acknowledge receipt of your favoxirs 
of the 9th and 15th ulto«; and note the arrangements 
you are making for a proper representation of the 
Company at the various Exhibitions and Pairs this 
season. 

Referring to our negotiations with the Grand 
Trunk for the carriage of Emigrants from Point Levi to 
Toronto* I quite appreciate the importance of having 
you promptly advised of the progress and details of the 
arrangement contemplated: but| as you will see from the 
following I the peculiar circumstances of the case were 
such that I was unable to advise you definitely until a 
few days ago. 

At the end of March fearing that^ we might not 
be in sufficiently good shape to handle the early Emigrants 
on the Ontario and Quebec /I had an interjview with Mr. 
Stephenson of the Grand Trunk, at \diich it was arranged 
that the Grand Trunk should have our passlengers Point 
Levi to Toronto for which they would receive a certain 
proportion of the rate. Mr. Stephenson sent me a con- 
firmatory letter, in which, the arrangement was not 
correctly stated, and I pointed this out to him. He in 
the meantime had communicated with his London office and, 
I presume, the Steamship Companies, ordering all tickets 
to be drawn on the Grand Tijrunk Company, and upon which 
the steamship people appear to have acted for the time. 



My understanding lind intention was that our 
tickets should be drawn on | the Canadian Pacific Agent at 
Point Levi. i 

Here followed some further negotiations between 
the Grand Trunk and ourselyes and in which Mr. Smith of 
Allans took part. I showed him the true position of the 
question, but he seemed to be afraid of the Grand Trunk 
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and declined for a time to 
to adopt our view* It was 



order his Liverpool people 
not until the 29th ulto« 



that on receipt of a letter from Mr« Stephenson ^ 
Vir. Smith cabled its purpoipt to his Liverpool Agents | 
and I forwarded a copy of the cable to you by last 
mail* I cabled you to this effect on that day« 

i 
You will see from this that we were 
ignorant of that action taken by the Grand Trunk 
until advised of it by you, and beyond cabling you 
that our tickets must be drawn on our own Agent, 
there was really nothing else for me to say until < 
the matter was finally adjusted* The way this was 
done I informed you in my fetter of yesterday* 



smoothly I 



Hoping that eyerything will now wox^c 



I am 



Tours truly I 



W. C. Van Home 

General Manager* 
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May 1st, ldd4. 



John Lowe, Esq. , 
Secretary, Dept. 
Ottawa. 



of Agriculture, 



Dear Sir, 

I 
I have yours of yesterday about | the ice 
at Port Arthur. We are watching it with, the greatest 
anxiety and, although the "oldest inhabitant" is 
frequently reliable we fear that he may not be found 
so in the present case. I was advised by wire 
yesterday afternoon that the ice was solid in Thunder 
Bay and that open water was not visible by a glass. 
A report a day or two earlier stated that the solid 
ice extended to Isle Royal ^Ich this later telegram 
seems to confirm. At Sault Ste. Marie, the ice is 
pretty well gone. V/e are advised daily of its state 
at both points and not one minute will be lost in 
starting the boats. 

Yours truly, 

W. C. Van Home 

I General Manager* 
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May 2nd, l66k^ 



John Ross I Esq* , 

Manager of Construction , and 

The Engineers of the Canadian Pacific 
Railway, north of Lake Superior. 



The bearer of this letter Professor 
John Macoun is visiting the Lake Superior Dis- 
trict as Botanist to the Geological and natural 
History Survey of the Dominion; and I shall be 
glad if you will furnish him with any information 
and assistance which may facilitate his researches. 



W* C. Van Home. 

General Manager 
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At Ottawa 



May 3rd, l6Bk. 



J«M* Egan, Esq* , 
General Supt., 
Winnipeg* 



Dear Sir, 



Replying to yours of the 26th 



ulto • , 



it would not be to our interest to put the depot 
on the McKellar property at Fort Williain* We own 
one half the Hudson's Bay property and yiant to 
make that as valuable as possible. The depot should 
go somewhere east of the old burying ground, as 
should the first elevator and the coal docks* 



Tours truly, 

W.C* Van Home 

General Manager 
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May 3rd, :.B6l^, 



t 

In prosecuting thp work north o^ Lake Superior, 
it has been necessary to construct an ex|)ensive supply 
road from the mouth of the! Michipicoten River to Dog 
Lake I a distance of forty-eight miles, by means of 
which the work on the Railway for a distance of one 
hundred miles is supplied/ and over this road is carried 
an enormous quantity of hijgh explosives. 

r ' 

Licenses have beep granted by the authorities 
at Sault Ste* Marie to one: or more parties for the sale 
of liquor at the mouth of the Michipicoten River, and 
our work for a long distance is exposed to an invasion 
of liquor-sellers from this direction • 

I need not call your attention to the great 
importance of keeping liquor entirely away from the work; 
and it is particularly important for the safety of life 
and property that it be kept entirely away from this 
supply road, over which so many high explosives are trans- 
ported and where the least carelessness may result 
disastrously. 

I beg, therefore,! to request that this supply 
road be put under the operation of the Public Work's Act, 

if it is possible* 

i 

I may add that the road consists of sections of 
wagon road connecting wate^ stretches upon which steamboats 
are used and that there are two branches from the main 
road, striking the railway line at different points, and 
that the Act should be made to cover the main road, the 
two branches and the docks and surroundings at the mouth 
of the Michipicoten River ej 

I am. Sir, 

j 
Your obedient Servant, 

WeCe Van Home 

General Manager. 
To the 

Hon. Minister of Railways and Canals, 
Ottawa, Onte 



\ 




P.H. Atwood, Esq., 
Winnipeg, Man, 



Dear Sir, 



Replying to yours of the 25th ulto, ,-i 

will say that we have some locomotives on the 
Toronto, Grey and Bruce Railway vrtiich do not 
correspond to our standards and which we could 
deliver you at Brandon in good order for about 
$5000,00 each. We have some passenger cars on the 
same line smaller than our standards which we could 
deliver for about |H900.00 each and some baggage 
cars at about $1200.00 each. We have also some 
freight cars, flat and box, differing from our 
standards, which we would deliver at about $300.00 
and $400.00 each respectively. 



Yours truly, 

W.C. Van Home 

I General Manager. 
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